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Rapid Radio Response
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SUPPORTING THE MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD DURING STATE 
ACTIVE DUTY RESPONSE 

As part of the DOMOPS contract, the Minnesota National Guard received more 
than 200 radios and equipment. When the state’s governor called up the National 
Guard to support local agencies in their efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
during civil unrest, soldiers and airmen of the Minnesota National Guard required 
specific training and certification to operate the radios for mutual-aid support with 
local first-responder officials; more than 7,000 members were activated to assist 
in these two missions throughout the state.

The L3Harris Demo and Solutions team rapidly scheduled an on-site, three-
day session with both the Army National Guard and Air National Guard units in 
Minnesota. During this exercise, training was provided to five Communications 
leaders for both branches, including programming for traditional radio operations 
in analog, digital/analog, and 700/800 MHz Trunked operation, as well as 
maintenance and servicing of the radios. After the emergency session, both 
units were clear to use the radios in mutual-aid missions across the state.
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